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OVERVIEW

• Progress Report:  CTIA submitted a voluntary report 
on Nov. 21, 2001 to the FCC detailing the industry’s 
progress and the challenges ahead.

• National Pooling Schedule:  The wireless industry 
supports the rollout schedule and intends to be ready in 
all affected NPAs.

• Delays in Inter-Carrier Testing & Vendor 
Readiness: Delays may impair industry’s ability to 
meet porting implementation deadlines.
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THE IMPLEMENTATION OF POOLING 
ALONE WILL POSE SIGNIFICANT 

CHALLENGES.
• Impacts to the Public Switched Telephone Network:  

Wireline and wireless carriers are concerned about 
risks to the network.

• MIN/MDN Separation: Separating the Mobile 
Identification Number from the Mobile Directory 
Number will be a major challenge.

• MIN Block Identifier Administration:  The schedule 
is already facing delays.   

• Pooling Administrator: The administrator’s ability to 
roll-out new pools may be impaired.

• LEC Resources:  LECs are concerned that pooling 
volumes may overwhelm staff resources.
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THE FLASH-CUT DEPLOYMENT OF 
PORTING AND POOLING POSES 
SERIOUS RISKS TO NETWORK 

RELIABILITY.
• The simultaneous mandates will:

1)   Jeopardize the ability of carriers to 
successfully implement pooling; and

2)   Divert valuable resources from carriers.
• LECs have expressed concerns about impacts to 

the network based upon the difficulties wireline 
carriers have encountered in their roll-out of 
number pooling and porting.
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UNRESOLVED TECHNICAL ISSUES 
WITH PORTING

• Potential Impact on E-911: There are some concerns 
that ported subscribers may not always be able to 
receive response calls from PSAPs.

• Wireless to Wireline Portability Integration:  The 
FCC number portability mandate only applies to rate 
centers; however, wireless calling plans typically 
extend beyond several rate centers.
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THE FCC SHOULD FORBEAR FROM 
MANDATING WIRELESS PORTING

• Verizon Wireless’ Petition sets forth competition-
based reasons to separate the two mandates.

• CTIA’s Reconsideration Petition and recent Ex 
Parte set forth network integrity concerns.  

• At a minimum, the Commission should extend the 
porting deadline for over two years.

• Extending the deadline will:
– Reduce risks to the network functions; and
– Facilitate the wireless industry’s ability to meet the 

pooling deadline.
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CONCLUSION

• THE COMMISSION SHOULD FORBEAR 
FROM THE PORTING OBLIGATION, OR AT 
A MINIMUM, EXTEND THE PORTING 
DEADLINE FOR TWO YEARS.
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